
Rabies Post- Exposure Prophylaxis Guide – Riverside County 
 

 Treat Wound 
 Assess circumstances of exposure 
Report bite to Animal Control or local Police Department

Was the animal captured?

Is the animal a healthy 
domestic animal? 

Has it had the rabies 
vaccine? 

QUARANTINE 
Dogs or cats for 10 days 
Livestock for 14 days of 

observation 

Did the animal become ill or 
die during the quarantine 

Note: Pre-immunized individuals do 
not receive RIG, but do receive 2 
doses of rabies vaccine 
intramuscularly at 0 & 3 days 
* Rodents and rabbits are very low 
risk for rabies. 

Is the animal a skunk, bat, raccoon, fox or other wild 
animal at risk for rabies, or a sick domestic animal?

 Sacrifice animal 
 Rabies test done at Health Department 

May consult with State Health Department.

Is the test positive?

No Treatment  
Needed 

Was the animal a 
domestic or wild animal 

at risk for rabies * 
Assess: Tetanus booster 

DOMESTIC 
Was the attack 

provoked?  
Did the animal appear 

healthy? WILD 
Consider rabid

Consult with Health 
Department

♦ Give rabies immune globulin (RIG) 
at 20 IU/KG according to current 
ACIP recommendations and 

♦ Give five 1.0 ml doses of rabies 
vaccine intramuscularly in deltoid 
region on days 0, 3, 7, 14 & 28 

♦ Discuss lower risk 
2/patient 

♦ Determine if RIG 
and vaccine 
needed 

♦ Consult with Health 
Department 
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Person was bitten by, or their mucous membrane or non-intact skin was in contact with saliva or brain material from a possibly rabid 
animal. Exposure without contact (aerosol exposure 
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